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for major programs which impact children 
across Long Island and the nation. These in-
clude the Children’s Hospital Graduate Med-
ical Education program, the PREEMIE Act, 
and the Emergency Medical Services for Chil-
dren Act. His worked has been a supporter of 
legislation to increase access to pediatric sub-
specialty care and provide loan repayment to 
pediatric subspecialty physicians who care for 
patients from medically underserved areas in 
those branches of medicine. 

Through lectures and scholarly articles in 
the medical literature, Dr. Shah also outlined 
the need to modernize the Vaccines for Chil-
dren Program, advocating for legislation that 
would create incentives for more physicians to 
participate and provide routine childhood im-
munizations. This work closely aligned with his 
work to increase Medicaid payments to those 
of Medicare, creating more equity for children 
throughout our federal healthcare system. 

Throughout the COVID pandemic, Dr. Shah 
had served as a leader in the state on the pe-
diatric implications of the pandemic. At the 
pandemic’s onset, Dr. Shah—now serving as 
President of New York Chapter 2 of the Amer-
ican Academy of Pediatrics, helped support 
pediatric immunization efforts by allaying fears 
about COVID vaccines, combatted the omni-
present vaccine misinformation that appeared 
across social media, reinforced the importance 
of wearing a facemask to prevent virus trans-
mission, provided timely updates on changes 
to COVID protocols to over 1500 pediatricians 
across Long Island. Though fighting the pan-
demic as frontline physician, Dr. Shah hand- 
delivered over 10,000 pieces of personal pro-
tective equipment to pediatricians across 
Brooklyn, Queens, Nassau and Suffolk coun-
ties. At a time when these resources were ex-
tremely scarce, these deliveries helped over 
200 physicians across New York City and 
Long Island. In several cases, these deliveries 
allowed pediatric offices to stay open, so they 
could continue to care for children with chronic 
medical issues throughout the early months of 
the pandemic. Upon creation of the Paycheck 
Protection Program, he assisted practices rep-
resenting over 100 physicians in applying, 
often working in their backyards so they could 
navigate the process of securing financial as-
sistance and forestall layoffs or furloughs of 
office staff. 

I was extremely proud to partner with Dr. 
Shah, who noticed that an initial draft of the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Secu-
rity (CARES) Act, did not provide for payment 
of telehealth services for certain Employee 
Retirement Income Security Act (ERISA) and 
high deductible health plans. As these plans 
cover a large proportion of my constituents 
across New York State, my office served as 
an agent for New Yorkers, working to certify 
they could use telehealth to access healthcare 
during the stay-at-home period of 2020. 

We should take special note that all of this 
work is done as a volunteer, and independent 
of Dr. Shah’s work as a specialist in neonatal- 
perinatal medicine, providing care for the most 
critically-ill and premature infants in our state 
at a Regional Perinatal Center, New York’s 
highest designation for a neonatal intensive 
care unit. This work, made harder by the chal-
lenges of the pandemic, is among the most 
emotionally and physically demanding special-
ties in medicine, and we are fortunate that we 
have dedicated newborn specialists like Dr. 
Shah caring for our most fragile New Yorkers. 

For this work with my office, his leadership, 
dedication and service to the members and 
children of the Long Island Chapter of the 
American Academy of Pediatrics, the chapter 
received the coveted 2020 Outstanding Chap-
ter Award during his presidency, their first 
such award in over 57 years. 

Madam Speaker, as I prepare to leave Con-
gress, I wish to thank constituents like Dr. 
Shah for volunteering his time, passion and 
energy to provide advice on children’s health 
issues. He serves as an example of how 
strong partnerships between engaged rep-
resentatives and local experts in their districts 
can achieve better health for children. He has 
been among my most trusted advisors over 
the past 6 years on Medicaid, vaccinations 
and all aspects of child health policy. I take 
this opportunity to congratulate him, and the 
Long Island Chapter of the American Acad-
emy of Pediatrics for their dutiful work on be-
half of our children. 
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Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Madam Speaker, today 
I honor Dr. Peter Pettinato, VMD, who will be 
named the UNICO National President at the 
group’s annual convention in New Orleans, 
Louisiana. Founded in 1922, UNICO is the 
largest Italian American service organization in 
the United States. 

Peter was born in Carbondale Pennsylvania 
in 1962. He graduated from Carbondale Area 
Junior-Senior High School in 1980 as the val-
edictorian of his class. He continued his aca-
demic career at the Pennsylvania State Uni-
versity, University Park where he studied ani-
mal bioscience and chemistry. In May 1984, 
he graduated from Penn State with his Bach-
elor of Science degree and went on to attend 
graduate school at the University of Pennsyl-
vania. He graduated with his Veterinariae 
Medicinae Doctoris in 1989. 

After receiving his VMD, he returned to 
Northeastern Pennsylvania and began working 
at the Carbondale Veterinary Hospital as a 
staff veterinarian. In July 1996, he joined 
Johnson Technical Institute as an instructor of 
veterinary technology and the staff veteri-
narian. Seeking to return to private practice, 
Peter opened his own clinic, French Hill Vet-
erinary Clinic, in Greenfield Township in 1999, 
and he continues to own and operate the 
practice. 

In 1989, Peter joined the Carbondale Chap-
ter of UNICO, and over the past three dec-
ades, he has dedicated himself to the organi-
zation and truly embodied the motto of service 
above self. He was elected the president of 
Carbondale UNICO in 1996, and he has 
served as the secretary since July 2000. He 
has served as the governor of Pennsylvania 
District II twice. Additionally, he spent eight 
years as the secretary for the eastern region. 
He was elected 2nd vice president in 2018, 
1st vice president in 2019, and executive vice 
president in 2021. He has also been both a 
trustee and secretary of the UNICO founda-
tion. 

Peter has dedicated his life to the service of 
others and is actively involved in his commu-
nity in addition to his work with UNICO. He is 
a past president of the Northeastern PA Vet-
erinary Medical Association and past president 
of the Board of Trustees of the Carbondale 
Public Library. He also participates in bringing 
theatrical productions to life in the region. He 
has served as president of both the Area 
Community Theater and the Coal Company 
Theater. He is the founder and president of 
the Royal Mutineers: A Fairly Talented The-
ater Company, and he is a member of the Ritz 
Company Players. 

I am honored to congratulate Peter as he 
takes on this leadership role with UNICO Na-
tional. May he have a successful and fulfilling 
tenure as president during which I know he 
will lead with intention and integrity. 
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Mr. GARAMENDI. Madam Speaker, today I 
introduce the ‘‘Defense Access Roads Im-
provement Act,’’ which would make common-
sense reforms to reduce congestion outside 
military installations. The Defense Access 
Roads program is a unique partnership be-
tween the U.S. Departments of Defense and 
Transportation. Under the program, the Sec-
retary of Defense designates civilian roadways 
that provide critical access for domestic mili-
tary installations as Defense Access Roads, 
making them eligible for military construction 
funding transferred to the Department of 
Transportation for road improvements off 
base. 

Military installations anchor communities 
across the nation, including California’s Travis 
and Beale Air Force Bases in my Congres-
sional district. The Defense Access Road Pro-
gram ensures that the Department of Defense 
pays its fair share for maintenance, upkeep, or 
upgrades of roads impacted by military traffic 
and the constant movement of heavy equip-
ment and vehicles. 

My ‘‘Defense Access Roads Improvement 
Act’’ would create a new, public process for 
state, county, or municipal governments to pe-
tition the Department of Defense to designate 
new Defense Access Roads, unlocking military 
construction funding for needed roadway im-
provements off base. My bill would establish a 
new online database for designated Defense 
Access Roads and any federal funding re-
quests outstanding, which improves public 
transparency and holds the Pentagon account-
able. Lastly, my bill would also allow roads 
leading to commercial shipyards used by the 
U.S. Navy or Coast Guard to be designated 
as Defense Access Roads under the program, 
instead of just seaports as under current law. 

As chairman of the Readiness Sub-
committee, which oversees all U.S. military in-
stallations and the Defense Access Road Pro-
gram, I am committed to securing additional 
federal investment in off-base infrastructure. 
As a senior member of both the Committee on 
Armed Services and the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure, I plan to make 
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